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Instructional Methods to Develop Oral Language 
 
You can prepare students for academic success by integrating oral language practice throughout your 
instructional day, across multiple content areas. Consider the list of tools in the table.  Think about how 
you already use these tools and imagine what else you might do to build your students oral language 
skills in these areas: 

1. inferential language, or articulating ideas beyond the immediate context 
2. narrative language, or clearly relating a series of events, fictional and/or nonfictional 
3. academic vocabulary.  

 
As you consider each tool, ask yourself whether you might use that tool to focus on one of the three oral 
language skills from the list above.  Put a checkmark if your answer is yes, you can address that skill 
using the tool to the left. 
 
Can you use the tools in the left column to promote your students’ practice in these oral language skills? 
 

Tool Example Inferential 
Language? 

Narrative 
Language? 

Academic 
Vocabulary? 

Multimedia  Engage in text-to-speech 
and recording 
opportunities for 
students using poems, 
reader’s theatre, or 
other oral language 
opportunities.  

   

Graphic 
Organizers  

Familiarize students to 
graphic organizers that 
promote story retelling, 
encourage topic 
brainstorming, and 
elaborate ideas with 
peers.  

   

Visual Thinking 
Strategies  

Model metacognitive 
processes so students 
hear teacher thinking, 
then have students 
rehearse these 
processes. For example, 
a teacher might do a 
think aloud using 
descriptive language 
while sketching a story 
map of text.  
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Tool Example Inferential 
Language? 

Narrative 
Language? 

Academic 
Vocabulary? 

Inferential 
Language 

Offer opportunities for 
students to make 
predictions, hypothesize, 
and problem solve 
during book discussions, 
science experiments, 
math solutions, etc.  

   

Relate a Series 
of Events  

Provide practice with 
giving oral directions 
(Simon Says), retelling a 
story, or cite fictional or 
nonfictional events.  

   

Grammatical 
Structures  

Develop grammatical 
structures by orally 
telling stories, modeling 
noun, verb, and pronoun 
usage in sentences, 
describing pictures, or 
explaining activities they 
like to do.   

   

Academic 
Vocabulary  

Introduce students to 
words common across 
content areas - e.g., 
listen, group, investigate 
- then ensure that these 
words are used in 
student and teacher 
discussions.  

   

Pronoun 
References  

Give students sentences 
with noun and pronoun 
references and have 
students orally match 
the pronoun to the 
referent.  
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